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LIND-RITZVILLE COOPERATIVE SCHOOLS 2021-2022  

BACK TO SCHOOL PLAN -Revised 11/02/2021 

(this document is subject to change as information is updated and/or revised) 

Major components of the Plan: Health & Safety,  

Social/Emotional Health, Learning 

 

Health & Safety 

Through logistics and planning schools will respond to the operational aspects of a safe and healthy 
return to school in the fall.   

Entrance Protocols  

We have developed routines and procedures, according to DOH and ACHD guidelines, for all those who 
enter our school facilities. Staying home when sick with COVID-19 and/or COVID-like symptoms is 
essential. Students, staff, and visitors should stay home and seek medical evaluation, which may include 
testing for COVID-19 (available at schools). Correct use of face coverings or masks is required when 
indoors at K-12 facilities for all school personnel, students, and visitors 

Key Principles included for Reducing Potential Exposures 

•           Keep ill persons out of school — educating students, families and staff to stay home  
             when sick, and using screening 
•           Cohorts — conducting all activities in small groups that remain together over time with  
             minimal mixing of groups. 
•           Physical distancing — minimizing close contact (less than six feet) with other people. 
•           Hand hygiene — frequent washing with soap and water or using alcohol-based hand  
             gel. 
•           Protective equipment — use of face coverings or shields, and barriers. 
•           Environmental cleaning and disinfection — especially of high-touch surfaces. 
•           Improved indoor ventilation 
•           Isolation of sick people and excluding exposed people or those with CLI. 
 
 

 
Vaccinations  
 
Vaccinations is the most effective prevention strategy available for allowing schools to resume full-time 
in-person instruction. COVID-19 vaccines are available to all people age 12 and older. Schools should 
promote vaccinations for eligible students, teachers, staff, and families. See the CDC’s guidance on how 
schools can promote vaccinations.  
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Fully Vaccinated  
You are considered fully vaccinated: 

• Two weeks after you have received the second dose in a two-dose series (Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna) 
OR 

• Two weeks after you have received a single-dose vaccine (Johnson and Johnson/Janssen)  
 
Vaccination Verification  
Schools should begin verifying student and staff vaccinations. Fully vaccinated students and staff who do 
not have symptoms do not have to quarantine when exposed to COVID-19 and may not require COVID-
19 testing as indicated below. Further, while universal masking is required of all students and staff now, 
there is the possibility in the future that fully vaccinated people may no longer be required to wear 
masks indoors.  

• Acceptable documentation for verifying the vaccination status of students, volunteers and 
visitors includes at least one of the following:  

o CDC vaccination card which includes name of person vaccinated, type of vaccine 
provided, and date(s) administered, or a photo of the vaccination card.  

o Documentation of vaccination from a health care provider with the information listed 
above. 

o State immunization information system record with the information listed above.  
o Other school immunization record system that provides the information above.  

 

• Parent/guardian or personal attestation is not an acceptable form of verification for K-12 
students, nor for volunteers or visitors.  

• Schools may use their existing systems for verification of vaccines required for school entry to 
verify COVID-19 vaccination or establish a new system that meets the requirements above.  

• By September, schools utilizing the Washington Immunization Information System (WA IIS) 
School Module will be able to run a student COVID-19 report for vaccination status. The report 
will show students who are due now for COVID vaccination.  

• Schools should ensure vaccine verification policies and protocols do not conflict with local, state, 
federal and territorial laws, policies, and regulations.  

• Schools must verify the vaccination status of staff and faculty as required by L&I.  

 
 
 

General Guidance  
Do not allow students, staff, vendors, parents, guardians, or guests on-site if they:  
 
1. Are showing symptoms of COVID-19.  
2. Have been in close contact (within 6 feet for 15 cumulative minutes over a 24-hour period) with 
someone who has confirmed COVID-19 in the last 14 days.  
3. Have tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 10 days, or are awaiting results of a COVID-19 test.  
4. Have been told by a public health or medical professional to self-monitor, self-isolate, or self-
quarantine because of concerns about COVID-19 infection. Please refer to DOH guidance on screening 
for more information. 
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Health Checks   

Screening methodology:  Staff and students with any illness must stay home.  Parents or guardians are 
expected to screen their child at home, prior to attending schools. Please use the following questions:   

1. Does your student have any of the following symptoms    

A. Do you have any of the following symptoms that are not caused by another condition?  
• Fever (100.4°F) or chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Unusual fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• Recent loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 
 

B. Have you been in close contact with anyone with confirmed COVID-19? 
C. Have you had a positive COVID-19 test for active virus in the past 10 days? 
D. Within the past 14 days, has a public health or medical professional told you to self-monitor, 
self-isolate, or self-quarantine because of concerns about COVID-19 infection? 
 
For those who answer yes, refer to “Returning to school after suspected COVID-19 symptoms” 
below.  

Returning to school after having suspected signs of COVID-19  

Isolation  
If a person tests positive for SARS-CoV-2 by a molecular or antigen test, they can return to school when 
the following criteria are met:  

• 10 days since symptom onset, or since positive test specimen collection date if no symptoms are 
present (up to 20 days for those for those who are severely ill or severely 
immunocompromised), AND  

• 24 hours after fever resolves without use of fever-reducing medications, AND  

• Symptoms have improved  

 
This isolation guidance applies regardless of vaccination status.  
If a person with COVID-19 symptoms tests negative for SARS-CoV-2 with a molecular test, they may 
return to school following existing school illness management policies so long as they are not a close 
contact of someone with COVID-19 and subject to quarantine. If a person with COVID-19 symptoms 
tests negative for SARS-CoV-2 with an antigen test, per CDC antigen testing guidance, a confirmatory 
lab-based molecular test is recommended. An alternative to confirmatory NAAT testing is serial antigen 
testing performed every 3–7 days for 14 days.  

If a person with COVID-19 symptoms does not get tested for SARS-CoV-2 or see a healthcare provider 
and given an alternative diagnosis, they should follow the same isolation guidance as persons who test 
positive for SARS-CoV-2. This is irrespective of vaccination status. 
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/COVIDexposed.pdf 

Returning to school after testing positive for COVID-19  

A staff member or student who had confirmed COVID-19 can return to the program when at least 24 
hours have passed since recovery. A person is recovered when they have no fever without the use of 
medications and improvement in respiratory signs like cough and shortness of breath. Additionally, at 
least 10 days must have passed since signs first showed up. 

Returning to school after being in close contact to someone with COVID-19  

The definition of a close contact may vary in some situations (e.g., less time spent in close proximity 
to an unmasked person who is coughing, direct cough/sneeze spray, or other contact that is more 
intense like sharing drinks, eating utensils, etc.). The ultimate determination of close contact is made 
by the local health jurisdiction during its investigation; it may delegate this determination if 
appropriate. 

In a K-12 indoor classroom, the close contact definition excludes students who were at least three feet 
away from an infected student when (a) both students were wearing face coverings/masks and (b) 
other prevention strategies were in place. This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other 
adults in the indoor classroom setting. 

Symptoms AND Close Contact 

• Isolate 

• Test recommended to confirm diagnosis; 

• Cannot got to school for at least 10 days regardless of test results or symptoms improvement 
o After 10 days symptoms must be improved; 20 days isolation for severe disease 

Symptoms and No Close Contact 

• Isolate 

• Test recommended to confirm diagnosis 

• Positive or no test done: 10 days isolation 

• Negative test or alternate diagnosis by HCP AND no fever for 24 hours AND symptoms 
improved: may return 

Shortened Quarantine DOH protocol for staff and students 
 
Quarantine 
Quarantine is when someone who has been exposed to COVID-19 stays home and 
away from others for the recommended period of time in case they were infected and 
are contagious. 
 
Three options for duration of quarantine: 

• Quarantine can end after 7 full days (return on day 8) beginning after the last 
close contact if no symptoms have developed and after receiving a negative test 
result on day 5 or later. The test should occur no sooner than 48 hours (2 
days) before ending quarantine. Continue monitoring for symptoms until 
day 14. 

*PCR test is preferred for shortened quarantine (the mail away test) 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/COVIDexposed.pdf


5 
 

•  By utilizing the Test to Stay protocol, students may continue going to class with 

repeated testing. (Rapid-antigen testing is allowed) 

• Students and Staff who are close contacts and do not get tested, will need to 
quarantine for at least 10 days after the last close contact. However, if any 
COVID-19 symptoms develop during the 10 days, remain in quarantine the full 
14 days and get tested. Continue monitoring for symptoms until day 14. 
 

• Unless otherwise directed, only ACHD will give notice for a 14-day quarantine. 
 

 

LIND-RITZVILLE COOPERATIVE SCHOOLS 

2021-2021 

Test to Stay Protocol (students only) 
 

The DOH Test to Stay Program and associated modified quarantine apply to situations when an 

unvaccinated student is exposed to COVID-19 in school. Students who are exposed outside of 

school (e.g., household exposure, private sports league exposure, etc.) are not eligible to 

participate, must quarantine at home, and follow the standard quarantine protocol used by the 

school district in coordination with their local public health agency. 

 

• Unvaccinated, asymptomatic students, exposed to COVID 19, may continue to attend 

class in a *modified quarantine status for 7 days after exposure, if they:  

o Are tested at least three times during the 7 days of quarantine; AND  

o Continue to remain asymptomatic; AND  

o Continue to wear a mask (students with a mask waiver are ineligible); AND  

o Continue to quarantine from (i.e., not participate in) all extracurricular activities at 

school, including sports, and other activities outside their home (e.g. scouts, 

music lessons, etc.) for the entirety of their modified quarantine period. This 

includes group childcare or youth development programs provided before and 

after school, which should not be attended during modified quarantine.  

*Testing intervals are determined under advisement of the LHJ and stated in the MOA.  

• Collection of diagnostic specimens for asymptomatic persons during quarantine will 

occur in the following locations, under the direction of school nurse: Lind Elementary 

School-(secretary); Ritzville Grade School (secretary); Lind-Ritzville Middle School 

(secretary); Lind-Ritzville High School (secretary). Lind District Office (secretary); 

Ritzville District Office (superintendent). Only asymptomatic students may test at 

a school location (in the COVID-room). Both district office locations provide 

outdoor, drive-through testing for students with symptoms. 

• Reporting to ACHD will be completed by the school nurse or superintendent.  

• Testing will take place prior to the start of the student’s class room schedule. 

• Testing intervals will occur on days 1, 3 & 5. Should one of the testing days fall on 

the weekend, the student will be testing at the first opportunity on Monday (or the first 

school day of the week) before allowed to participate.  

• Specimens may be processed at the point-of-care (POC) or in a laboratory.  

• If a student does not test positive for COVID-19 during the modified quarantine, the 

student may resume all school and extracurricular and community activities after 
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8 days have passed since their exposure but should still continue to monitor 

themselves for symptoms for up to 14 days after their exposure.   

• If a student tests positive for COVID-19 at any time, they must isolate at home and follow 

DOH isolation guidance.   

• Students who opt out of testing are not eligible for the modified quarantine, as described 

above.   

• Fully vaccinated students who meet the definition of close contact and remain 

asymptomatic are not required to quarantine or participate in the DOH Test to Stay 

Program. However, they should get tested 3-5 days after their exposure date.    

• Fully vaccinated students who meet the definition of close contact and develop 

symptoms should self-isolate and be tested for COVID-19. See the Responding to 

Cases or Suspected Cases of COVID-19 section of the K-12 COVID-19 Requirements 

for 2021-2022.  

• Students who are symptomatic must be evaluated for COVID-19 infection and are not 

eligible for modified quarantine unless they receive a documented negative viral test 

after symptom onset. A molecular test is preferred; a negative antigen test or POC 

molecular test may need to have confirmation with a lab-based PCR test, consistent with 

CDC recommendations.  

• Parent permission is required for students to receive school-based testing. 

 

 

*Modified Quarantine:  An unvaccinated and asymptomatic student who is a close contact of a 

COVID-19 case may continue to attend school if they participate in the DOH Test to Stay 

Program, which must be approved by their Local Health Officer. During this modified quarantine, 

the student must quarantine at home except for attending school classes. Participation in non-

classroom school activities, such as extracurricular and community activities, is not permitted, 

nor is attendance to group childcare or youth development programs. A modified quarantine is 

not an option for teachers, staff, or other adults.   

 

 

 

The following charts were released by DOH on 10/18/21 and represent the 

latest guidance on COVID and CLI exclusions for schools. 
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Identifying Close Contacts in the School Setting 

The following are important considerations when documenting information about who may have 

been exposed to a COVID-19 case:  

• When was the case on campus during their infectious period? To begin contact tracing, 

establish a time period for which you need to identify close contacts of a case.  

• With whom did the case come in close contact? Individuals who had close contact with a 

case must be identified in order to determine if they need to quarantine (depending on 

vaccination status and history of COVID-19 infection), which prevents further infections in 

school.  

 • Was the case with a single cohort in one classroom throughout the school day? 

Grouping students into cohorts limits the number of individuals who may be exposed to a case 

by restricting the number of classmates or staff that a case may encounter on campus. This can 

help focus your contact tracing efforts.  

• Was the case mixing with other people, classrooms or cohorts? Interactions between the 

case and several other people, classrooms, or cohorts increases the number of close contacts, 

which means a greater number of people who may need to quarantine.  

• Was there intermixing between groups, classrooms or cohorts? Contact tracing may 

extend into many groups or classrooms throughout the school if there is intermixing between 

groups of student and staff.  

• How were the classrooms set up (desk separation and spacing)? Whether someone is a 

close contact in a classroom is partly determined by their distance from the case. Seating charts 

combined with information about distance between desks and mask use can help with 

identifying close contacts.  

• Did the case consistently and correctly wear a mask in the indoor classroom? Correct 

use of cloth face coverings or masks is required when indoors at K-12 facilities for all school 

personnel, students, and visitors. Student use of face coverings in the indoor classroom partly 

determines whether a student is a close contact, in accordance with the K-12 close contact 

exception criteria.  

• Did the potential close contact consistently and correctly wear a mask in the indoor 

classroom? Student use of face coverings in the indoor classroom partly determines whether a 

student is a close contact, in accordance with the K-12 close contact exception criteria.  

• How did the case interact with others during lunch, recess, or other breaks? Exposures 

can take place outside of the classroom while at school, so it is important to keep track of who 

else may interact with the case outside of the classroom.  

• Did the case ride the bus or other school-sanctioned transport? If the case rides the bus, 

schools should use transportation seating charts, if applicable, to identify close contacts on the 

bus.  

• What school-sanctioned activities did the case participate in (e.g., school sports, 

performance arts, school events, other extra-curricular activities)? Keep after school and 

extracurricular activities in mind when contemplating who may have been exposed to the case.  

• If the case is a staff member, did they interact with other staff or students outside of the 

classroom (e.g., staff meetings, parent-teacher conferences)? Consider any special events 

where a staff member who is a case may have interacted with students, other staff, or visitors 

outside of their usual routine, as these interactions may have resulted in additional close 

contacts.  
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• Was the close contact fully vaccinated at the time of exposure? Fully vaccinated close 

contacts do not need to quarantine after an exposure and may continue to attend school and 

extracurricular activities 

Student and Staff Protocols  

Schools should continue to encourage frequent handwashing and good respiratory etiquette to 

both prevent contracting and spreading infectious diseases, including COVID-19.  

What to do if someone develops signs of COVID-19  

LRCS are prepared to provide instruction for students who are excluded from school due to illness, and 
to quarantine after exposure to COVID-19.   

Any student, teacher, or staff who reports COVID-19-like symptoms must be immediately isolated 
from others and sent home and referred to diagnostic testing as soon as feasible. 

Every school has an identified space for isolating ill persons until they can be sent home. Students 
should be spaced at least six feet apart. Each building will have a private or dedicated bathroom for use 
only by persons being evaluated for COVID. If private bathroom for ill persons is not available, the ill 
person should wear a face mask when traveling to and from the communal bathroom. Clean all high 
touch areas between patient room and bathroom as well as in the bathroom. Thoroughly clean and 
disinfect the communal bathroom immediately after use. Increase ventilation in the bathroom by 
keeping a window open and/or turning on a fan that vents to the outside.  

If a student or staff member develops signs of COVID-19 (see list under health screenings on page 3), 
separate the person away from others, with supervision at a distance of six feet, until the sick person 
can leave. Staff caring for ill persons should use appropriate medical grade PPE. While waiting to leave 
school, the individual with symptoms should wear a cloth face covering or mask if tolerated. Air out and 
then clean and disinfect the areas where the person was after they leave.  

 

K-12 Response Team Roles & Responsibilities 

 
Assessment, isolation and monitoring of students and staff exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19  
  

● For students:  
o Isolate ill student in COVID isolation room separate from health room  
o Contact parent or guardian to pick up their child  
o Provide parent/guardian with the “Ill Student Letter”  
o Notify appropriate coordinator within the building that the student will need to 

transition to online learning while in isolation/quarantine  
o Follow-up call with parent/guardian within 48 hours to describe testing and 

return to school or online learning needs  
o When student returns from isolation, document:  

• Resolution or improvement of symptoms, and  
• COVID-19 test result, or  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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• Provider note with different diagnosis  
o Track student outcome (COVID positive, other diagnosis, return to school at 10 days, 

or permanent transition to online)  
 

● For staff:  

o Send home with instructions on testing and/or return to work guidance  

o Notify district/school employee health for follow-up  

o Follow-up call with staff member within 48 hours to determine testing, 
improvement, etc.  

o When staff returns from isolation, document: 

• Resolution or improvement of symptoms, and  

• COVID-19 test result, or  

• Provider note with different diagnosis  

ACHD Data reporting  
School districts will be responsible for collecting, collating, and reporting the following data to their local 
public health jurisdiction each week for both students and staff  

✓ Total numbers of staff and students 
✓ Number of staff and students excluded for CLI 
✓ Positives--report daily (see: School Report Form—Known or Suspected Case of COVID-19) 
✓ Outbreaks—report daily 
✓ School closure and why –report daily 
✓ Schools are expected to send ACHD their weekly COVID surveillance sheets 
✓ Contact ACHD immediately if absentee rates are rising rapidly or breach 20% in a classroom, 

cohort or school to determine presence of an outbreak 

 

Reporting positive COVID cases to public health  
 

● Send positive COVID illness (as reported by parents or staff) COVID K-12 Reporting Form to 
ACHD 

○ Staff reports require name, phone number, address, building, work history for last 
10 days, symptom onset, when/where tested (if known) 

○ Student reports require name, birth date, address, parent name, parent phone 
number, building, school schedule with class identifiers, bus route, bus and school 
attendance for last 10 days, symptom onset, when/where tested (if known)  

 
Contact tracing & quarantine notification to parents/guardians  

• School is responsible for notifying all contacts of cases within the school 
environment (if case attended school while infectious) to include classrooms based 
on seating charts, friends, buses, cafeteria, recess group and any extracurricular 
activities.  

 

Close contacts with symptoms of COVID-19 should follow the steps under What to Do if Someone 
Develops Symptoms of COVID-19 While at School: 

What to Do if Someone Develops Symptoms of COVID-19 While at School  

Any student, teacher, or staff who reports COVID-19-like symptoms must be immediately isolated from 
others and sent home and referred to diagnostic testing as soon as feasible. While waiting to leave 
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school, the individual with symptoms must be isolated in a designated isolation space. They must wear a 
cloth face covering or mask. Anyone providing care or evaluation to the isolated individual must wear 
appropriate PPE.  

The designated isolation space for individuals with suspected COVID-19 symptoms must be separated 
from the space used for those requiring general first aid or medicine distribution. If the nurse’s office 
has an exam room designed with a negative air flow and directly exhausted air, this room should be 
given priority as an isolation space. If this is not available, the isolation space would ideally be a room 
with a door that can close and a window that can be opened to improve ventilation.  

If no appropriate indoor space is available (e.g., already occupied) and the child can be supervised and 
made comfortable, an outdoor setting is an acceptable emergency alternative if weather and privacy 
permitting.  

What to Do if Someone Visited School while Contagious with COVID-19  

If someone visited a school while contagious with COVID-19, it is possible that students, staff, and/or 
guests may have been exposed. A person is contagious with COVID-19 starting two days before they 
have symptoms (or if asymptomatic, two days before they test positive for SARS-CoV-2) and through the 
end of their isolation period Close contacts of a person with COVID-19 should be identified to determine 
if they must quarantine. 

Schools can play an important role to quickly identify close contacts and communicate with parents and 
guardians. When a school learns of a confirmed case of COVID-19 who was on the school premises,   

● Immediately notify the local health jurisdiction of the case. 

● Identify and provide to local public health all likely school-based close contacts of the COVID-19 
case from 2 days before symptoms started (or date of positive test if asymptomatic) until the 
time the case was no longer in school.  Close contacts are defined as persons who were within 
six feet of the confirmed cases for approximately 15 minutes and would include 

○ Siblings who attend the same school 

○ Some or all of the students and teachers in the infected person’s group (classroom, 
cohort) 

○ Others sitting close to the student on the school bus 

● Public health will advise close contacts, but the school may help quickly communicate important 
information to exposed students and staff who should be advised to self-monitor and 
quarantine for 14 days from the last exposure. 

 

COVID-19 outbreaks in school  

Reporting Requirements  

Schools play an important role in identifying COVID-19 cases and close contacts and limiting 

the spread of COVID-19. All cases of COVID-19 in schools must be reported to the local health 

jurisdiction (LHJ)/DOH in accordance with LHJ/DOH guidance and Washington State law (WAC 

246-101). All outbreaks of COVID-19 must be reported to the LHJ (WAC 246-101). COVID-19 
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test results should be reported to DOH in accordance with guidance available at the Reporting 

COVID-19 Test Results webpage. In addition, schools and the general public must cooperate 

with public health authorities in the investigation of cases and outbreaks that may be associated 

with the school (WAC 246-101).  

  

A COVID-19 outbreak in a school is considered when the following have been met: 

• Multiple probable or confirmed COVID-19 cases comprising at least 10% of students, 

teachers, or staff within a specified core group1 OR  

• At least 3 cases within a specified core group1 meeting criteria for a probable or 

confirmed COVID-19 case; AND  

• Cases have symptom onset or positive test result within 14 days of each other, AND 

• Cases were not identified as close contacts of each other in another setting (i.e., 

household) outside of the school setting, AND • Cases were epidemiologically linked in 

the school setting or a school-sanctioned extracurricular activity2  

1. A “core group” includes but is not limited to extracurricular activity2, cohort group, 

classroom, before/after school care, etc.  

2. A school-sanctioned extracurricular activity is defined as a voluntary activity sponsored 

by the school or local education agency (LEA) or an organization sanctioned by the LEA. 

Extracurricular activities include, but are not limited to, preparation for and involvement 

in public performances, contests, athletic competitions, demonstrations, displays, and 

club activities.  

Employers with more than 50 employees at a workplace or worksite are required to report to L&I 

within 24 hours of confirming that 10 or more of their employees at the workplace or worksite in 

Washington have tested positive for COVID-19 (SB 5115). Employers can report to L&I by 

calling 1-800-423-7233 and using option 1. 

 

Environmental cleaning after a suspected or confirmed case is identified  

When a school sends a person with COVID-19 symptoms home, or learns a confirmed case of COVID-19 
has been on the premises, clean and disinfect the areas where the ill person spent time.   

● Close off areas visited by the ill persons. Open outside doors and windows and use ventilating 
fans to increase air circulation in the area. Wait 24 hours, or as long as practical, before 
beginning cleaning and disinfection. 

● Cleaning staff should clean and disinfect all areas such as offices, bathrooms, common areas, 
shared electronic equipment (like tablets, touch screens, keyboards, remote controls) used by 
the ill persons, focusing especially on frequently touched surfaces. 

If it has been more than 7 days since the person with suspected/confirmed COVID-19 visited or used the 
facility, additional cleaning and disinfection is not necessary 

Physical Distancing 

Physical distancing requirements should not prevent a school from offering full-time, in- person 
learning to all students/families in the fall.  
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Maintain physical distance of three feet or more between students in classroom settings to the degree 
possible and reasonable, that allows for full-time, in-person learning for all students. A school’s ability 
to do so will depend on students’ ages, developmental and physical abilities, and available space.  
 

Select strategies to increase physical distancing that will work for your school and the space available. 

There may be moments, such as passing by others in the hallway or during play at recess when students 

are not fully physically distanced from each other. Maximize opportunities to increase physical space 

between students during all scheduled activities and limit interactions in large group settings. 

 
Maximize distance between students to the degree possible for the following circumstances: 

• For all students when masks cannot be worn, such as when eating lunch. Reference the CDC’s 
Modifying School Spaces during Meal Times for strategies to increase distance during meal 
times.  

• In common areas outside of the classroom.  

• During high-risk activities when increased exhalation or aerosolization occurs, such as PE or 
exercise, singing or playing instruments, and cheering or shouting. These activities should be 
moved outdoors or to large, well-ventilated spaces whenever possible.  

 

Student distancing may be reduced to 3’ (this is between students rather than desks) commencing on 

April 5, 2021.  

The CDC guidance only recommends a reduction of distance between students. The guidance for 

distance between staff, as well as between staff and student(s), remains 6 feet. 

• The CDC also recommends 6 feet of distance between students in certain circumstances, 
including, but not limited to: 

o When masks can’t be worn, such as when eating. 

• When they are in situations with the express purpose of increased exhalation, such as choir, 
band, or physical education.  

The science continues to support layered mitigation measures in schools, including the universal 

wearing of masks 

Consider physical distancing strategies such as:  

● Increase the space between desks and assign seating in all grade levels and classes. Rearrange 
student desks or workstations to provide three feet of distance between students. Turn desks to 
face in the same direction (rather than facing each other) to reduce transmission caused from 
virus-containing droplets (e.g., from talking, coughing, sneezing). 

● Reduce the number of students at tables, lab benches, or other workstations to increase 
physical distance. 

● Reduce the number of students in the halls and restrooms at one time. Stagger release of 
classes, restroom breaks, recess, etc. Cancel activities where multiple classrooms interact. 

● Reduce congestion in the health office. For example, use the health office for children with flu-
like symptoms and a satellite location for first aid or medication distribution. 

● Mark traffic flow and designate entrances and exits to minimize face to face contact. 
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● Stagger arrival and/or dismissal times. These approaches can limit the amount of close contact 
between students in high-traffic situations and times. 

● Place tape, spots, cones, paint or other markers to signal six feet in areas where students may 
be waiting in line. This could include symptom screening points, restrooms, water fountains, 
hand washing or sanitizing stations, the main classroom door, the cafeteria, etc. 

● Teach staff, students, and their families to maintain distance from each other in the school. 
Educate staff, students, and their families at the same time and explain why this is important. 

● Keep students outside more, as weather and space permit. 

 

Performing Arts  

Performing arts classes and school sponsored extracurricular performances and activities must 

follow the requirements.  

• Universal masking with appropriate material – MERV13 or 3-layer medical face mask or 

similar material – is required by all students and staff in performing arts classes and while 

participating in performing arts activities. Masking with MERV13 or 3-layer medical face 

mask or similar material is the best way of reducing aerosols from circulating in indoor 

spaces (see DOH Requirements) 

 

Extracurricular Performing Arts Performances and Activities (see DOH requirements) 

Students, teachers, and support staff must follow all requirements within this document when 

participating in school-sponsored performing arts activities and performances, even if not in a K-12 

classroom setting. 

 

Physical Education 

Sporting activities must follow the requirements listed below. In this document, universal masking 

means that face coverings are required for all participants, regardless of vaccination status. Physical 

Education (PE) classes are curricular classes and are not considered sporting activities. Students and 

staff must all wear masks indoors during PE classes. Masks are not required outdoors. 

 

Sporting Activities (see DOH Requirements) 

 

Other Extracurricular Activities (Clubs, Interest Groups, STEM Fairs, Field Trips, etc.)  

Students, teachers, and support staff must follow all requirements within this document when 

participating in school-sponsored activities, contests, shows, etc., even if not in a K-12 classroom setting. 

(see DOH requirements) 

 

Overnight Camps (see DOH Requirements) 

 

Child Care, Day Camps, and Youth Development (see DOH Requirements) 

 

Outdoor Mask Requirements  
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Per the Secretary of Health’s Mask Order, face coverings are not required outdoors, regardless of 

vaccination status. Masks are strongly recommended for unvaccinated individuals when outdoors 

in crowded spaces or when in close contact with people from outside their household for a 

sustained period of time, as the risk of COVID-19 infection increases with the duration and 

closeness of contact between individuals. Schools should support students and staff who choose to 

wear a mask or face covering outdoors. 

 

 

Hygiene Practices  

Children and adults should clean hands when they arrive at school, before meals or snacks, after outside 
time, after going to the bathroom, after blowing nose or sneezing, and before leaving to go home. Help 
young children to make sure they are doing it right. The best option is to wash hands with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand gel 
with at least 60 percent alcohol and preferably fragrance-free. Supervise use of alcohol-based hand gel 
by young children.  

Teach children and adults not to touch their eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  
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Cover coughs or sneezes with a tissue, throw the tissue in the trash, then clean hands with soap and 
water or hand gel.   

 

 

 

Cloth Face Coverings  
 
All school personnel, volunteers, visitors, and students must wear cloth face coverings, or an 
acceptable alternative (e.g., surgical mask or clear face shield with a drape), at school when indoors in 
accordance with the Secretary of Health’s Mask Order. All acceptable mask alternatives must be 
approved through Adams County Health Department. 
 
Correct use of cloth face coverings or masks helps prevent the spread of COVID-19 and is required 
when indoors at K-12 facilities for all school personnel, students, and visitors. There are specific 
exceptions based on age, development, or disability outlined below. See DOH’s Guidance on Cloth Face 
Coverings and CDC Recommendation Regarding the Use of Cloth Face Coverings for more information. 
In some circumstances, staff may require a higher level of protection. Refer to L&I’s Coronavirus Facial 
Covering and Mask Requirements for additional details.  
The CDC’s order requiring masks on public transportation, regardless of vaccination status, applies to 
school buses and transportation. Passengers and drivers are required to wear a mask on school buses.  

 
General Information  
A cloth face covering is anything that completely covers the mouth and nose and fits securely on the 
sides of the face and under the chin. It should be made of two or more layers of tightly woven fabric 
with ties or straps that go around a person’s head or behind their ears. A face shield with a drape can be 
used by people with developmental, behavioral, or medical conditions that prevent them from wearing 
a face covering. A face shield with a drape may also be used by children with similar conditions in 
childcare, day camp, and K-12 settings.  
Face coverings or masks with ear loops are preferred over ones that tie around the neck or behind the 
head during physical activity to reduce the risk of injury. Schools must provide face coverings or masks, 
as appropriate, for staff and students who do not have them.  
 

• As noted in the Secretary of Health’s Mask Order, face coverings should not be worn by:  
o Those under 2 years of age.  
o People with a medical condition, mental health condition, developmental or cognitive 

condition, or disability that prevents wearing a face covering. This includes, but is not 
limited to, people with a medical condition for whom wearing a face covering could 
obstruct breathing or who are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to 
remove a face covering without assistance. 

o Those who are deaf or hard of hearing, and those who provide their instruction and use 
facial and mouth movements as part of communication.  

 
 

• In rare circumstances when a cloth face covering cannot be worn, students and staff may use a 
clear face covering or a face shield with a drape or wrap as an alternative to a cloth face 
covering. If used, face shields should extend below the chin, wrap around to the ears, and have 
no gap at the forehead.  
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• Younger students age 2 to 4 years old must be supervised when wearing a face covering or 
face shield. These students may need help with their masks and getting used to wearing them.  
• Continue practicing physical distancing while wearing cloth face coverings.  
• Students may remove face coverings to eat and drink, and when they are outside.  
• The school is responsible for providing appropriate PPE for all staff, including those who 
provide assistance to students who have special needs.  

 
 

Cleaning and disinfecting procedures  
Schools should have infection control plans, updated to reflect what is known about COVID-19.  

These are basic cleaning definitions: 

● Cleaning removes germs, dirt, food, body fluids, and other material. 

● Sanitizing reduces germs on surfaces to levels that are safe. 

● Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces of a clean object. 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates sanitizer and disinfectant chemicals. If you 

sanitize or disinfect without cleaning first, it will reduce how well these chemicals work and may leave 

more germs on the surface. 

 

Current guidance for cleaning and disinfection for COVID-19 from the CDC states that disinfectants 

should be registered by the EPA for use against the COVID-19. See List N: Disinfectants for Use Against 

SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19). Disinfectants based on hydrogen peroxide or alcohol are safer. The University 

of Washington has a handout with options for safer cleaning and disinfecting products that work well 

against COVID-19.   

 

Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces each night after students leave and when someone is 

sick in the room (vomit, blood, feces, urine). When disinfecting surfaces, always follow the disinfectant 

instructions on the label.  

 

Do not use ionization, fogging, fumigation, or wide-area spraying to control the spread of COVID-19. 

These methods are not effective, do not clean contaminated surfaces, and are hazardous to human 

health. The EPA has approved the use of electrostatic sprayers with some disinfectants. If the 

electrostatic application is not listed on the label, it is not an approved application method. Surfaces still 

need to be cleaned first and then the disinfectant applied to the surface for the required wet time. Use 

the large droplet setting to avoid misting as much as possible. Do not use for wide-area spraying. 

 

Ventilation  

Ventilation is important to have good indoor air quality. Offer more outside time, open windows often, 

and adjust the HVAC system to allow the maximum amount of outside air to enter the program space. 

Use of fans for cooling is acceptable. They should blow away from people. There is no special cleaning or 

disinfection for heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems.  

 

Shared Hands-On Teaching Materials  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2-covid-19
https://osha.washington.edu/sites/default/files/documents/FactSheet_Cleaning_Final_UWDEOHS_0.pdf
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Clean and disinfect hands-on materials often and after each use. Limit shared teaching materials to 

those you can easily clean and sanitize or disinfect. Children’s books and other paper-based materials 

are not high risk for spreading the virus.  

 

Bus Transportation  

 

The CDC’s order requiring masks on public transportation, regardless of vaccination status, 
applies to school buses and transportation. Passengers and drivers are required to wear a 
mask on school buses. 
 
Student transportation may include many different sizes of buses and numbers of students.  Windows 
should remain open to increase ventilation whenever possible.  
 
 
When considering spacing of students while being transported, 6 feet of distancing is not required. 

Follow DOH’s K–12 Fall Guidance, including:  

• Keep riders as far apart as possible on the bus. Consider how to reduce occupancy and increase space  

   on the bus through scheduling (e.g., through staggered arrivals/departures, A/B scheduling) or add  

   buses where possible.  

• Require assigned seating.  

• If possible, seat students with household members or members of their school group/cohort.  

• Maximize outside air and keep windows open as much as possible.  

• Encourage walking or biking where safe or being driven by caregivers when feasible.  

• Require riders and staff members to wear a cloth face covering or acceptable alternative.  

• Encourage students to wash or sanitize hands when they leave their home or classroom immediately  

   before boarding the bus.  

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces, including the tops and backs of seats, using an EPA- 

   registered product and following manufacturers’ instructions.  

 

OPSI/DOH/L&I Guidance (see  

EMPLOYER HEALTH & SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL SCENARIOS  

September 30, 2020) 

A driver or other staff working to transport students would be considered medium transmission risk, 
requiring they:  
• Wear non-cloth disposables, such as dust masks, KN95 or other non-approved foreign-system NIOSH-
style filtering facepiece respirators, or non-FDA approved procedure masks  
-OR-  
• Wear a face shield with a cloth face covering (when approved by ACHD).  
 

Also, consider leaving seats open near the driver to reduce exposure.  
A driver or other staff working to transport students, including students with disabilities or other 
students that may require the driver or staff to be in close proximity, where at least 6 feet of distance is 
not maintained, and includes job tasks requiring sustained close-together (less than 3 feet apart) work 
for more than 10 minutes in an hour multiple times a day would be considered high transmission risk, 
requiring at least Industrial use N95, R95, or P95 or foreign-system non-NIOSH approved filtering 
facepiece respirator (or other particulate respirator****). If an employer cannot reasonably obtain an 
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approved filtering facepiece respirator, then a face shield plus an FDA-approved KN95 mask, dust mask, 
or procedural mask is an acceptable alternative.  
When working in close proximity with someone who may not be able to consistently wear at least a 
cloth face covering, best practices may also include:  
• Wearing a disposable gown that is changed between each close interaction.  

• Frequent hand washing and reminders not to touch face. 

 

 

 

Lind-Ritzville Cooperative Schools Building Specific Procedures and Protocols 

 

Health Plans for Ritzville Grade School & Lind Elementary School: 
 

Bus Procedures 

• Masks required to ride the bus. 

• Assigned seating required 

 

CLI Room 

Holding room:  RGS blue room - overflow to gym 

                         LES Tina’s office - overflow to another classroom  

Supervised by secretaries and paras if needed for extra help. 

 

Lunch 

20-minute lunch/20-minute recess supervised by paras.   

Instead of finger scanning class list with names to check  

Classes will be divided by “in class” and ‘cafeteria” to social distance.  Schedule will be set up by building 

for equal access. 

No student servers 

Spots on floor and seats of tables spacing 

Silverware packets 

Cleaning between groups will be done by custodial staff 

Masks not required while eating 

 

Recess 

Recess - 10 - 15 minutes per class supervised by teacher both AM/PM (sign up 1 class at a time) 

Lunch recess (1-2 RGS, 1-3 LES) classes with rotation of students during lunch in the cafeteria 

Cohorts will be separated, if more than one at a time on the playground. 

Instead of finger scanning class list with names to check off 

Masks not required. 

 

Dismissal   

RGS - Dots on the side of building for walkers to wait for siblings 

Order: 
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Walkers 

Bus riders by grade 

Car riders 

Front pick up and drop off in drive up car line only- no walk up in front area. 

Safety patrol students will wear masks and social distance 

 

 

 

 

Classrooms 

Desks 3’ apart (head to head) 

No soft surfaces/carpet (unless fixed to floor) 

Seating chart will be maintained 

Small groups within the cohort, less than 15 minutes 

 

Cleaning 

Students will clean their own desks at the end of the day, or other times as needed. 

Primary restrooms will be cleaned intermittently by teacher/custodial staff 

Gang restrooms will be cleaned intermittently by custodial staff. 

 

Library 

Students will social distance in the library area. 

Masks will be required. 

 

Visitors 

Must follow health protocols as listed 

 

 

Health Plans for Lind-Ritzville Middle School: 
 

Bus Procedures 

• Masks required to ride get on the bus. 

• Assigned seating required 

 

Para’s and teachers will work on a weekly rotation/schedule to support wellness checks before school 

begins. Those staff members not working at the checkpoints will be providing supervision/coverage for 

students.  

 

CLI Room 

Holding room:  LRMS - Dark Room/Tech Office blue room - overflow to gym 

Supervised by secretaries and paras if needed for extra help. 

 

LRMS Classroom and Hallway Distancing and Classroom Cleaning 
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Classrooms have been organized to ensure the 3-foot rule is in place. School staff will develop and 

incorporate a daily classroom cleaning routine to support custodial staff. Instruction and learning will 

end five minutes prior to the bell to allow for students to clean their desk.  Select classrooms such as 

shop, farm to school, etc. may need to extend that time period for cleaning of tools and equipment.  

 

LRMS classified staff will help deep clean building when not involved in professional development 

and/or collaboration work.  

 

 

 

LRMS Breakfast and Lunch 

Follow protocols as described  

 

LMRS will continue to have an open campus policy. Students will have 30 minutes of open campus and 

will need to return to campus within the 30 minutes. All students that choose to utilize open campus will 

be re-screened for Health upon reentry to the building. 

 

LRMS Restroom and Mask Breaks 

With longer class times, we anticipate more restroom use requests. Students will be allowed to use the 

restroom and leave the room but this will be regulated to one person at a time per classroom.  This 

includes students who wish to use the restroom or step outside the front doors to take off their masks 

for a brief period of time. These types of requests will be managed by individual teachers.  

 

LRMS Classroom Management and Masks 

Like any required behavior, we will approach mask violations with compassion first, and move to a 

progressive plan if students are intentionally violating the rule or are being malicious toward others in 

regards to not following the guidelines or harassing others.  

 

LRMS Dismissal 

Classrooms will be dismissed at staggered time, two minutes apart starting at 3:10 PM.  

 

Health Plans for Lind-Ritzville High School: 
 

Morning Arrival 

Staff will work on a weekly rotation/schedule to support health wellness checks before school begins. 

Those staff members not working at the checkpoints will be providing supervision/coverage for 

students. 

All staff members will have a one-week rotation of helping complete this process every morning. 

 

CLI Room 
The clinic in the high school office.  Overflow of students will go into the life skills changing 
station area. 
Supervised by secretaries and paras 
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Classroom and Hallway Distancing and Classroom Cleaning 

Classrooms have been organized to ensure the 3-foot rule is in place.  Greg Whitmore may need to use 

the collaboration room or a teacher-on-prep classroom to teach his health course.  Instruction and 

learning will end five minutes prior to the bell to allow for students to clean their desk.  Shop, culinary 

arts, science labs, etc. may need to extend that time period for cleaning of tools and equipment. We will 

provide a 5-minute passing time (10 for shop classes), and allow kids to use lockers to store school 

supplies. 

 

Classified staff will help deep clean building when not involved in professional development and/or 

collaboration work.  

 

Breakfast and Lunch 

Upon entering the building, students who are not eating may go to their 1st period class, the library, or 

the hallways until the warning bell rings.  Those who are eating will be provided a space to eat.  Once 

they are done eating, they will move to another space in the building.   

 

For school lunch, teachers will take student requests by name (maybe a shared Google Sheet by 1st 

period teacher), and the HS office will share that list and lunch total to the RGS lunchroom.  Those who 

are eating school lunch will be required to eat in the RGS Cafeteria.  All others who stay on campus will 

have designated eating areas supervised by KT, CN, and GW.  These areas are the commons, the art 

room, the back-seating area, and the collaboration room.  

 

Leaving the Room, Restroom and Mask Breaks 

With longer class times, we anticipate more restroom use requests. Students will be allowed to use the 

restroom and leave the room but this will be regulated to one person at a time per classroom.  This 

includes students who wish to use the restroom or step outside the front doors to take off their masks 

for a brief period of time.   

 

Classroom Management and Masks 

Like any required behavior, we will approach mask violations with compassion first, and move to a 

progressive plan if students are intentionally violating the rule or are being malicious toward others in 

regards to not following the guidelines or harassing others.  

 

Dismissal 

Classrooms will be dismissed at staggered time, one minute apart starting at 3:10 PM.   

 

 

Social/Emotional Health 

 

Creating and Maintaining the school community  

  

Creating social interactions and connections for students and staff, during these challenging times, is an 

essential part of our daily routines. Schools will do their best to build relationships by:  

● Facilitating a sense of school community and connection between students 
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● Developing safe, professional student-staff connections 

● Orienting students to the new realities of the classroom and school  

● Developing differentiated plans for students that are new to the school (transfer students, 

freshmen, etc.)  

● Developing authentic ways for parents to connect with the school community in a virtual world  

● Maintaining daily routines 

● Providing as much kinesthetic learning/engagement as possible 

● Structuring social opportunities for students and families 

● Creating ways to mitigate stress responses in students, teachers, and families 

● Enhancing approaches to support social emotional learning 

● Supporting educators in attending to self-care; some staff members will need additional skill 

building in this area.  

● Creating a regular advisory class or assigning an individual advisor to each student to serve as a 

single point of contact and to support students in building mutually trusting relationships.  

 

Diagnostic Screening Tool: Panorama SEL Screener 

 

SEL Plans for Ritzville Grade School & Lind Elementary School: 

 

PBIS/SEL 

Posters of procedures in classrooms, hallway, cafeteria, masks, hand washing, playground, etc. “Teach 

To’s” 

Character Strong K-12 

Training will be September or October 

Lessons taught by classroom teachers (@30 minute) 

Elementary teachers are student mentors 

(LES) Office hours for counselor support both in person and virtually. 

 

PBIS/SEL Plans for Lind-Ritzville Middle School 

PBIS procedure posters in classrooms and hallways 

PBIS teaching/re-teaching with classroom teachers for classroom/ building behavior and safety 

procedures 

Character Strong lessons taught during Advisory period 

Student mentoring/check in during 8th period Advisory 

Office hours for counselor support both in person and virtually. 

Utilization of SEL Screener early in school year 

 

 

Learning 

 

OSPI expects that for most districts, they will build a face to-face instructional model using a flexible 

calendar to meet the 180-day/1,027 hours requirement. Districts should engage teachers and principals 

in leading the work of determining processes for identifying the standards most essential to student 
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success in each grade level, program, and content area. Instructional plans should narrow standards to 

ensure student learning experiences are high in both engagement and rigor. 

Components for Creating a clear Vision for Intervention and staying on target 

 We can control setting clear targets and we can work toward that end successfully. By using 

the right strategies and by creating specific interventions we can get students moving in the 

right direction. 

 Don’t get sidetracked—stay on target. 

1. Focus on OUR system of intervention – Students simply cannot fall through the cracks here--

period.  Do we have too many systems in place for monitoring academic progress and general 

welfare? We need the specificity that comes from clearly establishing standards and the closely 

linked skills and knowledge students need in order to demonstrate proficiency with the 

standards. 

2. We need an effective Pyramid of Interventions. According to one Guided study program, 

intervention strategies should include: 

  

• Setting clear expectations of how the student will change and improve their academic 

experience 

• Determining the issues contributing to student’s difficulty 

• Providing students with skills, disposition and direct supervision to ensure they complete their 

work and begin to experience academic success 

• Teaching students, the skills to use calendars, planning, scheduling time to work on 

homework, and set study priorities 

• Assign a mentor to act as a liaison between students & teachers. 

Let these questions be our guide: 

PLC Four Essential Questions 

1. What do we expect our students to learn? (Power Standards—Broken down into clear 

Learning Targets 

2. How will we know they are learning? (Assessment—assess skills and/or knowledge) 

3. How will we respond when they don't learn? – Intervention. Specific, diagnostic, 

targeted interventions based on learning standards. 

4. How will we respond if they already know it? (Exceeding Standard should be a 

rewarding experience for learners.) 

Regardless of the reopening plan constructed by the district, as students return to school, it will be 

important to have a universal screening tool that collects students’ social-emotional, academic, and 

family needs. This process must be approached in an asset-based manner. It is imperative that staff 
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understand how to administer any screener and interpret the results, and that these results are used to 

ensure student needs are met.   

Emergency Waiver – Days 

Local Education Agencies must implement a system to track student engagement, consistent 

with OSPI attendance rules, in instructional activities delivered through remote learning 

modalities; and, (e) The State Board of Education will revisit this rule no later than its regularly 

scheduled July 2021 board meeting. 

 

 

Grading 

 

“This pandemic is a call to action for our education system to reassess our grading practices. Now is the 

time for school leaders and educators to make grades meaningfully aligned to fewer specific standards, 

combined with feedback that gives students multiple opportunities to demonstrate learning and put 

homework and extra credit in its proper place. Now is the time to decouple behavior and compliance 

activities from assessing student learning.” – Superintendent Chris Reykdal  

 

Actions for Implementation: 

✓ Determine essential standards based on knowledge of students and knowledge of the content 

necessary for student success in the next skill, course, or grade.   

✓ Train teachers to provide students opportunities to reflect on and evaluate their own learning.  ✓ 

Determine predictable communication structures and virtual tools for teachers to provide ongoing, 

specific feedback to students and to inform grades based on what students know and can do.  

STANDARDS BASED GRADING POLICY  

Standards based grading will be used for grades K-12. 

● Numerical values of 4-3-2-1 or “Not Proficient” for grades K-5 will be assigned  

● Letter grade, SBG equivalencies of A, B, C and F or Incomplete will be assigned for grades 6-12. 

80% of the overall grade will be based on standard-bearing assessments, projects, and/or 

assignments. 20% of the overall grade will be based on student performance in the areas of: 

homework, participation, or practice.  

● MS and HS will develop policies to address late or missing assessments and/or assignments. 

Extra-credit should not be an option. 

Students should be taught, and become aware, of the standards and related learning expectations. 

Students will be assessed on the essential elements of learning. Learning should be designed to engage 

students in activities that help them acquire and build on the skills and knowledge needed in order to 

demonstrate success in meeting or exceeding standards. 

   

For a variety of reasons, some learners struggle. Standards Based Grading allows for some additional 

academic grace while placing greater emphasis on learning rather than performance. For example, a 

standard score of “2” “approaching standard” should be considered as no less than a C-. The student is 
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almost there, just not quite meeting standard; however, such a score is, potentially, much more 

diagnostic than a “D”. Failure or “Incomplete” really means there is, “insufficient evidence to assess 

learning.” This should be seen as another learning opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

Lind-Ritzville Cooperative Schools District Guide for 

Standards-Learning Targets-Grading-Intervention 

 

STANDARDS BASED LEARNING & GRADING—a COLLABORATIVE PROCESS 

Reflection Questions: 

Consider the Four Essential Questions for a PLC: 

1. What do we expect our students to learn? (Start with “Power Standards”, identify the 

Learning Targets linked to the Power Standards, then list the skills and/or knowledge 

students must possess in order to demonstrate learning success.) 

2. How will we know they are learning? (Assessment—assess skills and/or knowledge to 

determine level of learning in approaching, meeting, or exceeding standard.) 

(Remember: Content does not drive the learning; learning drives the content.) 

3. How will we respond when they don't learn? – Intervention. Specific, diagnostic, 

targeted, prescriptive interventions based on learning standards. 

4. How will we respond if they already know it? (Exceeding Standard should be a 

rewarding experience for learners- not a punishment. Students don’t want or need to 

more to do; rather, these students should be allowed to engage in a deeper learning 

dive or enriching experience.) 

Which standards are most essential for students to learn/acquire/demonstrate? 

Are students aware of the standards and learning expectations? Do the learning activities 

support the relevance of the standards?  Are students being assessed on skill(s) and/or 

knowledge of the standards? Can the essential elements of learning be measured and 

diagnosed in such a way that targeted interventions can be prescribed?  Can the essential 
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elements of learning be measured and diagnosed in such a way that targeted enrichment can 

be prescribed? 

Collaborative Focus: 

• Select those standards most essential for students to learn/know/master in 

order to achieve success. These become the “power standards” of the 

subject/course. 

• Agree upon standards-based grading practices and percentages that reflect 

student learning/performance as the most significant value of the grade. Include 

percentages for assessment categories 1-4 (F, C, B, A) 

• Consider what best practices and strategies are essential for our learners. 

• Consider strategies to infuse more relevance into learning activities. 

• Consider how to prescribe specific, targeted learning interventions. 

• Consider how to prescribe specific, targeted enrichment opportunities. 

Teacher Task 

For one class: 

• Assign all standard bearing activities as 80% of the grade. Assign all practice 

activities as 20% of the grade. (weighted categories in Skyward) 

• Analyze all assessments. Do they reflect the standards-based learning you feel is 

essential? 

• Select one standards-based assessment that measures student learning in the 

following categories: insufficient evidence, approaching standard, meeting 

standard, exceeding standard. How does the assessment provide diagnostic 

details for prescriptive intervention? Be able to explain, to peers, what makes it a 

standard-bearing assessment.  

• Consider the essential teaching strategies and learning activities students need 

to know and understand in order to meet or exceed the expectations of the 

assessment. 

• Select one “practice” activity and explain how it will reinforce or expand the 

learning target. 

Outcome/Product: 

1.       Standards listed in the grade book. 

2.       Assessments aligned to standards. (Be able to show or talk your way through this to a colleague) 

3.       SBG grade book established. 
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For consideration: If we want students to succeed, shouldn’t we allow students multiple 

opportunities to demonstrate mastery? How should late or missing assessments and/or 

assignments be treated? When should the final class/subject grade be assigned? If a student 

can demonstrate mastery, of the essential standards, at the end of the course should that be 

calculated into the overall grade? (Applicable to high school GPA’s and transcripts) 

  

 

 

STANDARDARDS BASED LEARNING & GRADING--TEACHER PROCESS 

1. Begin by reviewing the Essential Standards for the subject(s) you teach. Which 

standards are most essential for students to learn/acquire/demonstrate? 

Prioritize or sequence the list into Power Standards. 

2.   List the essential SKILLS and/or KNOWLEDGE students need to acquire in 

order to achieve mastery for the selected standard(s). 

3.    a)  Provide students with Learning Options: TASKS, ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, 

and/or PRACTICE. Do the Learning Options support the relevance of the Power 

Standard(s)? Do the Learning Options contain sufficient scaffolding that will 

enable all levels of learners to successfully engage? If possible, provide multiple 

ways for students to engage in TASKS, ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, and/or PRACTICE. 

b)    Provide learning options to provide greater access for a variety of learning 

styles. 

4.    Level the learning options into the benchmarks of “Approaching”-2 

“Meeting”-3 or “Exceeding”-4 standard. If possible, provide Exemplars for each 

learning level. 

5.    What products, or possible products, should students be able to produce 

and/or demonstrate in order to show they are approaching, can meet, or exceed 

standard? 

a)    Students need to understand the standard and have a clear expectation of 

what it takes to demonstrate a level 2,3 or 4. 

b)    Provide Learning Options along with whatever explanation and/or 

instructional strategies you believe they need. 
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c)    Set students on an engaging learning path. (Provide Resources) 

d)    It’s okay to let students struggle, a little, as the teacher mentors from the side 

rather than lead students every step of the way. Parents should not be burdened 

with learning support. The parent role is to help students engage in the learning 

options, including practice. There should be regular communication between 

teachers and parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

As needed, the following procedures may be used and/or modified: 

Distance Learning and Continuous Learning 2.0 daily attendance will be taken using Skyward. 

Distance Learning attendance: Teachers should use sound educational practices for planning that 

include mapping out class-time minutes. Map out each subject period or segment of the day. Use these 

subject, minute specific plans (adapt as needed) to account for the teacher-directed learning time for 

students engaged in Distance Learning. Keep lesson plans for audit purposes. This practice to include 

any ½ days (a full day of teacher-directed student engagement must be accounted for. Skyward 

attendance may need to be coded as DL/RL/CL) 

Curriculum and Instruction  

 

● Creating year-long plans to facilitate a variety of learning scenarios 

● Consider interdisciplinary units (especially at elementary and MS levels) that can be delivered in 

On-Campus and Distance Learning classrooms  

● Working to insure instructional experiences include the principles of Universal Design 

● Planning for creative means to support student collaboration in all settings 

● Planning to promote activity-based and/or projects-based learning in all settings  

● Preparing for synchronous and asynchronous lessons by utilizing technology on a daily or weekly 

basis 

● Varying the way content is delivered to students (reading, lecture/mini lesson, videos, visual 

tools, modeling) and the way students can demonstrate their understanding (writing, speaking, 

visual products, modeling/building).  

● Engaging students by providing relevance and choice in the process and product of the work.  

● Ensuring that students are not given “fluff” or busy work to fill time or provide an item to grade.  

● Selecting videos and apps are age-appropriate.  
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● Utilizing frequent and varied formative assessment methods in both on-campus and distance 

learning 

● Meeting in small groups or one-on-one as needed for connection, instruction, and assessment.  

● Coordinating assignments, deadlines, projects and assessments among teachers to ensure a 

manageable workload.  

● Utilizing authentic assessments rather than an over-reliance on tests.  

● Evaluating grading practices to ensure grades reflect progress on standards rather than 

dispositions such as responsibility or work ethic.  

● Reviewing and implementing best practices in synchronous and asynchronous instruction to 

meet student needs and engagement.  

● Adjusting school-based services plans for students with disabilities to account for 

accommodations and modifications needed in a distance learning environment.  

● Ensuring meaningful support is provided for English Learners and their families including that 

teachers, students, and parents are adept at utilizing translation tools.  

● Creating an “early warning system” to identify and intervene with students who may be 

exhibiting academic and/or behavioral concerns. 

●  Develop a plan for benchmark screening and intervention delivery during on-campus and 

distance learning.  

● Protecting professional learning time for teachers to develop flexible learning plans 

 

Blending On-Campus and Distance Learning will be essential. Some students may choose to learn from 

home on a full or part-time basis. There will be many instances where students and teachers are 

required to stay at home while sick. Distance learning is likely to be with us for, at least, the 2020-2021 

school year. The good news is that many of the tools and strategies of virtual learning can benefit a 

variety of learners. For all of these reasons, we encourage and expect that virtual learning tools and 

strategies will be used in classrooms on a daily, if not weekly basis. The quality of Distance Learning will 

continue to improve so long as we keep utilizing it. Post-secondary education and careers are rapidly 

changing and students will be better served by preparing them for the virtual learning world we live and 

work in. 

 

 

Technology to support Distance Learning 

  

● Supporting tools and training needed for success with Google Classroom 

● Creating an at-home learning schedule that incorporates best practice in both synchronous and 

asynchronous learning.  

● Coordinating consistent apps and platforms across grade levels.  

● Developing learning plans that offer rigorous learning for those without predictable access to 

online learning.  

● Identifying ways for school-owned devices to download new technologies (once they have left 

school) 

● Ensuring school safety policies exist including training of digital citizenship for all device users, 

use of student passwords, protection provided by a school firewall, etc.  

● Surveying school population to determine what equity and access to technology exists.  
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● Develop procedures and routines for ease and safety in taking home Chromebooks 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

More COVID-19 Information and Resources  

Stay up-to-date on the current COVID-19 situation in Washington, Governor Inslee’s 

proclamations, symptoms, how it spreads, and how and when people should get tested.  

 

A person’s race/ethnicity or nationality does not, itself, put them at greater risk of COVID-19. 

However, data are revealing that communities of color are being disproportionately impacted 

by COVID-19- this is due to the effects of racism, and in particular, structural racism, that leaves 

some groups with fewer opportunities to protect themselves and their communities. Stigma 

will not help to fight the illness. Share accurate information with others to keep rumors and 

misinformation from spreading.  

 

● WA State Department of Health 2019 Novel Coronavirus Outbreak (COVID-19) 

● WA State Coronavirus Response (COVID-19) 

● Find Your Local Health Department or District 

● CDC Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

● Stigma Reduction Resources 

 

Have more questions? Call our COVID-19 Information hotline: 1-800-525-0127 

Monday – 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., Tuesday – Sunday and observed state holidays, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

For interpretative services, press # when they answer and say your language. For questions 

about your own health, COVID-19 testing, or testing results, please contact a health care 

provider. 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing 

customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.doh.wa.gov/emergencies/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/
https://www.doh.wa.gov/AboutUs/PublicHealthSystem/LocalHealthJurisdictions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020/StigmaReduction
https://www.doh.wa.gov/AboutUs/ContactUs/StateHolidays
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/odhh/telecommunication-relay-services
mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
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This Plan was prepared utilizing: OSPI Reopening Schools 2020 Planning Guide; OSPI 

Reopening Schools 202 FAQ; Washington State Department of Health Guidelines; Washington 

State Labor & Industries Guidelines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A (from 2020-2021; retained only as a resource should the need arise) 

LIND-RITZVILLE STAGES OF RE-OPENING 2020-2021  

MATRIX A 

OPENING STAGE METRIC TRIGGER INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL EXTRACURRICULAR 
1 

FULL-CLOSURE 
 

• State or local virus trends 
prompting Governor and/or local 
health authority to recommend 
limited access to buildings for 
safety reasons 

Continuous Learning 2.0 for 
all students  
 Buildings closed to students 
and most staff 

 All extracurricular, in person 
activities, including sports, 
performances, clubs, events, are 
canceled 

2 
DISTANCE 
LEARNING 

County incidence                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

of COVID-19 is >75 cases 
/100K/14 days for 2 

consecutive weeks. 

 
 
 

Other considerations:  
• Increasing trend in cases or 
hospitalizations  
• Test positivity >5% 
• Other health and education 
risks and benefits to children and 
their families 

Distance learning for ALL 
students.  
School buildings are open 
for staff access (as 
mandated by state or local 
agencies.) 
Hybrid approach for “high-
risk” groups including: 
Students w/ disabilities, 
living homeless, farthest 
from educational justice 
(includes no internet access) 
and younger learners (PK-3) 
may participate onsite, in 
groups (5 or less) with 
limited in-person 
instruction. COVID 
precautions in place 

 
All extracurricular in-person 
activities, including sports, 
performances, clubs, events, are 
canceled or postponed 

3 
PHASE ONE 

REOPEN 
  
 
 
 

County incidence of COVID 19 is 
<75 cases /100K/14 days for 2 
consecutive weeks. 

 
Other considerations: No campus 

outbreaks occur 
 

Hybrid approach for ALL 

PK-5; 6-12 high-risk 

groups in-person (5 or 

less) in classrooms w/ 

limited instruction. 

COVID precautions in 

place 

Possible limited participation in 
extracurricular, in-person 
activities  
 
Consider low risk activities  
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4 
PHASE TWO 

REOPEN  
(A/B Split Model) 

• Local viral trends improve with 
a lower level of community 

transmission (25-49 cases per 
100k over 14 days) 

 • Determination made in 
consultation with local health 

officials 
 

Full-time, in person learning 
for ALL PK-5  
and hybrid, A/B learning 
schedule for ALL 6-12 
  

Consider increased participation 
for low and moderate risk in 
person extracurricular activities, 
including WIAA approved sports 
seasons 

5 
FULL REOPEN 

Incidence of <25/100K/14 days 
for 2 consecutive weeks. 
● Possible vaccine  

Full day learning experience 
for ALL PK-12 
COVID precautions in place 

Possible full-participation for 
extracurricular activities, 
including WIAA approved sports 
seasons  

 

 

 

 

LIND-RITZVILLE STAGES OF RE-OPENING 2020-2021 

MATRIX B 

OPENING STAGE METRIC TRIGGER INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL EXTRACURRICULAR 
1 

FULL-CLOSURE 
 

• State or local virus trends prompting 
Governor and/or local health authority 
to recommend limited access to 
buildings for safety reasons 

Continuous Learning 2.0 for all 
students  
 Buildings closed to students and 
most staff 

 All extracurricular, in person activities, 
including sports, performances, clubs, 
events, are canceled 

2 
DISTANCE LEARNING 

County incidence                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
of COVID-19 is >75 cases /100K/14 
days for 2 consecutive weeks. 

 
 
 

Other considerations:  
• Increasing trend in cases or 
hospitalizations  
• Test positivity >5% 
• Other health and education risks and 
benefits to children and their families 

Distance learning for ALL students.  
School buildings are open for staff 
access (as mandated by state or 
local agencies.) 
Hybrid approach for “high-risk” 
groups including: Students w/ 
disabilities, living homeless, 
farthest from educational justice 
(includes no internet access) and 
younger learners (PK-3) may 
participate onsite, in groups (5 or 
less) with limited in-person 
instruction. COVID precautions in 
place 

 
All extracurricular in-person activities, 
including sports, performances, clubs, 
events, are canceled or postponed 

2.5  
DISTANCE LEARNING 

County Incidence is still >75; Local 
metrics are decreasing.  
With no campus outbreaks, at 2-
week intervals, grade bands can 
move to Stage 2.5 

Distance Learning for All students; 
(Phased-in approach to mitigate 
risk) Modified A/B schedule: 2 
hrs/day; 2X week schedule for ALL 
students in cohort groups of 5 or 
less. Extended hours/days for K-12 
“At-Risk” students.  

WIAA “summer-season” allowable activities 
only 

3.0 
PHASE ONE HYBRID 

  
 
 
 

County incidence of COVID 19 is <75 
cases /100K/14 days for 2 consecutive 
weeks. 

 
Other considerations: No campus 

outbreaks occur 
 

Hybrid, A/B learning for ALL 

PK-5; 6-12 continue in 

modified 2hr;2X week schedule 

in cohort groups of 5 or less.  

Extended hours/days for 6-12 

“At-Risk” students. All COVID 

Possible limited participation in 
extracurricular, in-person activities  
 
Consider low risk activities  
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precautions in place including 

“cohorting”  

 

3.5 
PHASE TWO HYBRID 

 K-5 in Hybrid, A/B learning 

mode. 6-12 in Hybrid, A/B 

learning. All K-12 in cohort 

groups only  

 

4.0 
PHASE THREE HYBRID 

• Local viral trends improve with a lower 
level of community transmission (25-49 

cases per 100k over 14 days) 
 • Determination made in consultation 

with local health officials 
 

Full-time, in person learning for 
ALL PK-5  
and hybrid, A/B learning schedule 
for ALL 6-12; COVID precautions in 
place including “cohorting” 
  

Consider increased participation for low 
and moderate risk in person 
extracurricular activities, including WIAA 
approved sports seasons 

5 
FULL REOPEN 

Incidence of <25/100K/14 days for 2 
consecutive weeks. 

• Possible vaccine  

Full day learning experience for 
ALL PK-12 
COVID precautions in place 

Possible full-participation for 
extracurricular activities, including WIAA 
approved sports seasons  

 

When county and/or community rates are above DOH recommendations, progressing to the next “stage” will be 

determined by on-campus cases, transmission rates, and/or quarantines, AND in consultation with ACHD.   

 

When county and/or community rates are within DOH guidelines, stage progressions may be accelerated or 

even skipped.  


